Scobee Education Center
Media Highlights
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Executive Summary

San Antonio College celebrated the opening of the Scobee
Education Center on Friday, October 31. The state-of-
the-art 22,000 square foot facility combines the Scobee
Planetarium with a first-of-its-kind, next generation
Challenger Learning Center.

The grand opening featured a speaking program, ribbon
cutting ceremony and an open house. Local media had
the opportunity for a behind-the-scenes tour of the
center on Wednesday prior to the grand opening. The
grand opening was also celebrated with a public open
house on Saturday, November 1. The open house
featured walking tours, planetarium shows and an
evening star party, all free and open to the public.
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Revamped planetarium
to reopen Friday at SAC

By Alia Malik

STANE WarTEs

Francis “Dick” Scobee
was stationed ot Kelly
AFB, an sirman with one
stripe on his sleeve, when
be enrolled at San Anto
wio College in the carly
1960

His wife, Jane Scobee,
wia 3 Harlandale High
Schwol graduate working
at & Five & Dime who
wanied to be a teacher,
They both struggled to
pay tuition while their
friends speot money on
movies und dinners out.

*We pald our own way,
both of us, and we sup
porcted ench other,” sald
June Scobee Rodgers, now
72 and living In Chatta
mooga, Tennessee, “Our
whole carvers blessomed
froms there”

Dick Scobee would go
on o comnmand the Space
Shuttle Challenger, whe
exploded on liftodf in
1906, SAC officlals will
hoaor Scobere and his
widow this werkend
when they open the §I5
million renovated and re-
vamped Scobee Education
Center.

The two-year overhaul
bas left only the popular
Scobee Planctarive’s
Iconic concrete dome. The
observatory has beess
moved to & new structure,
shaped like 3 anow cone

and already belng called
“the raspa.” The faciity
also contalns 2 Challeager
Learning Cender, which
teaches math, sclence and
problem-solving skills
through space flight simus
latyoos

‘The callege will umveil
{he new facility at » Pri
day ceremony, where
Rodgers willl speak. The
public can enjoy it from
noom to § pm. and on
Saturday from 10:45 a.m.
to § pm, with tours,
planetarium shows and
an evening star party.

“1 think (Dick Scobee}
would be pleased, pot just
that we were being hon
ored, but for such a
worthmvhile ¢ tunity
for the (hlkirmup":(.\an
Antonio and Texas,”
Rodgrers sald

The Seobee Planeturi
um now seats 100 in
cusby chairs from which
visiiors can see the night
sky as ¥ appesss from
awywhese on Earth, sald
Bob Kelley, planetariam
coordinator.

The Challenges Centes,
moved from Brooks Oty
Base, is the 44th beilt by
an organization that

. co founded. Ir's
the first to feature a more
collaborative mission con
trol rocen and a bigger
simulated lunch space,
where students will hear
pee-flight chocks, foel the

vibrations of & unch and
see views from space, syid
Hobert Plercey, its vice
president of education

The s missions un
fold with “emerpency =
uations™ that students
st soive, The conter in
targeted mostly & fifth
through ninth-graders but
can be modified for older
and younger stdents.

A star deck on the roof
leads to the new obsery
wtory. Amother part of the
roof ks blanketed with so-
lar is.

l;nmdmrq'-l dome
can rotate or open to the
sky Benesth is a platform

call the “stairway
to heaven,” leading to the
eyepiece of a $25,000 fed
encope pald for by past
ticket sales The planetari
um and cbservatocy reno
vations were sostly paid
for by maintenanoe tax
notes and froms Alamo
Colleges and SAC operat
gy bodgets, said Vonessa
Torres, SAC spokeswor
man.

Pundralsing for the
Challenger Center's 85
million construction end
od this week, and another
£2 million will be raised
to fund future upgrades,
said Bonnie Gittinger, the
center’s Ravlradsing con

Tuier: @AIMAISAEN
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S.A. Tweet Star of the Week: @SAC_Scobee: Let the

Scobee Education Center opens —

stars shine brighter at SAC. The Scobee Education Center at
San Antonio College officially opens its doors to the cosmos
with a grand opening Friday and open house Saturday. And by

the heavens, that's plenty good reason to check out the new

space and science center on Twitter via @SAC_Scobee. \ 8 o
) ': , o
. - T LS
Besides, there's so much more to see and tweet. The Scobee 0 orENING ™ reinb OPENING

Education Center now boasts a remodeled planetarium and

observatory, as well as the new Challenger Learning Center

for even more serious and seriously fun learning. -
EDMOND ORTIZ / ALAMO HEIGHTS WEE

Friday's ribbon cutting kicks off at 9 a.m., while Saturday’s Loriee

Dignitaries join June Scobee Rodgars (center) in cutting the ribbon to San Antonio College's new Scobes
open house runs from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. with planetarium Education Center at the facility's grand opening Friday, Oct. 31. Rodgers is the widow of Francis "Dick’
Scobee, one of seven who died in the 1986 Challenger shuttie explosion.

Y -

View All Thumbnails

shows, walking tours and a star party. Both days’ events are

free and open to the public. Stellar.
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k y remembers visiting the San
/ College's then-new planetarium
C m as a youngster in the 1960s. PREVIOUSLY REPORTED ON MySA:
m O Woman missing from San Antonio found dead in
. The fact that humans were launching into Medina County
space, opening up a new era in scientific Texas judge charged with DWI showed badge,
asked officers to let her go

exploration, inspired Kelley to pursue

astronomy. Man charged iIn sex assault of girifriend's children

ESPN suspends commentator for controversial

Redesigned Challenger Learning || s, 2y e

highway ditch

and his colieagues on campus.
Sneaky ape makes great escape from San

Iter n =
Renovations on the planetarium have been

completed as pan of the b
ation Center, a facilty offering hands-

Educa
on science lessons thanks to a redesigned
Challenger Learning Center, relocated

from Brooks City-Base.

The planetarium provides enhanced shows with state-of-the-art technology. The observatory
and telescope have been relocated to atop a three-story, rocket-shaped structure with a star
deck.

Larger and more interactive than its predecessor at Brooks, SAC's Challenger Learning
Center is the first to feature a new design among the 43 other CLCs around the nation and

’ abroad.

College officials, special guests and community supporters gathered on campus Friday, Oct.
31, to celebrate the facility's grand opening.

“It's been a great first 50 years. We're excited to launch the planetarium into its next 50
years," Kelley said.

Using the planetarium's original footprint, the Scobee Center took more than two years to
build, funded by tax notes allocated by Alamo Colieges.

In a ribbon-cutting ceremony, SAC President Dr. bert Vela said a group raising funds to
make the facility financially self-sustaining has just reached its $5 miliion goal.

Pnoto By Bob Owen / San Antonio Express-News « 10f3 »

The Challenger Center is a mission simulator, with a layout designed to help visitors to feel like

GaMze Granato, a sevanth grader at Scobee Middie School, watchas a film In the remodsied Scobae thay're.raaly going on & space missjon:
Planaterium duning the Scobse Education Center grand opening at San Antonio Coliege.

There are rooms for pre- and post-flight briefing, missien control, ground transport, a
decontamination room, and a simulated launch, re-entry and docking with the International

Then there's the space station replica, where various lessons take place.

Brandon Bobinski, education manager for the Challenger Center fo
Education, said the lessons, using custom software and real data from NASA are des»qr'od
to inspire students and teachers to fully engage Science Technology Engineering and Math
(STEM) curriculum.
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SAC launches new educational era| [PHOTOS: Scobee Planetarium Opening

8y Edmond Ot

/ Alamo Hexghts Weekly

Visitors on a mission at San Antonio Collega’s new Scobse Education Center get to exparience, from an
astronaut's point of view, how it fesls and sounds during a launch.

Scobee Planetarium
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As the longtime coordinator of the SAC
planetarium, a new era has begun for Kelley
and his colleagues on campus.
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The planetarium provides enhanced shows Midtown sees new luxury apartments,
with state-of-the-art technology. The progress 3 Loy
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San Antonio College’s Scobee Education Training for Space Travel Via

Office Keyboards

-w

Center is ready for take-off

=  Susan Sapé)crlto
3 anaging Edizor-
‘ﬁ gan Fhtohio Business
Joumnal
Emall | Twitter |
Googe+ | Lnzedin
it's all systems go at San
Antoro College with the grand
opening of the college’'s Scobse
Education Center set for this
Frday.

‘We are thried to finaly open
the Scobes Education Center,’
sad Robert Viela, San Antonio
College pres.dent. He added that
with the addition of the center,
SAC s posed to become the
hub for space and scence
education throughout South
Texas.

The Scobee Education Center s
a state-of-the-art 22,000-
square-foot faciity, combning
the Scobee Planetarum with the
world's newest Cha

Learning Center. The project,
which broke ground n May
2012, nciuded extensive
remodeaing and expansion of the
Scobee Planetarum and
Observatory, which has been a
San Antonio Colege staple for
more than 50 years.

The core of the Chalenger
Learning Center 8 an nteractive
computerzed simuiator with a
Mission Control room and an
orbiting Space Station. The
facity gves students an

smuiation and role piayng.

missons.

Coordinators discuss the features
of Miss.on Contro! Center at the
new Scobee Education Center at

Tra rew Porsche Macan: Ballever

opportunity to become astronauts and engneers through space

To utize the center, teachers from school districts across San
Antornio meet with their des\gnated district science coordnators.
Those coordnators then contact the center to set up a visit.
Teachers visit in advance to prepare for ther students' space

When | was growing up, a lot of kids wanted to be astronauts. They were celebrities
floating between the stars and the moon. They were household names.

Now, in the twilight of manned space expedition. the task falls to educators to spark
the imagination of tomorrow’s space explorers. Explorers who will be using an array
of technological equipment as they pilot unmanned satellites and rovers.

While the romanticized era of astronauts
walking on the moon might be at a close,
space science is alive and well. Especially
here in San Antonio, when the San
Antonio College 5
Centar will reopen its doors on Oct 31

ducation

Housed in the Scobee Education Center
isthe Cha
national hands-on science program that
hosts elementary, middie, and high
school students. Its mission: seeing to it
that the sciences continue to capture the
imagination and inspire students to
pursue STEM-related fields.

arning Center.a

“There are so many important things
that come out of the space program, Bekah McNeel, space enthusiast
even though we are not sending humans
into space,” said Lisa Vernal, director of
communications for the Challenger
Center for Space Science.

Courtesy photo.
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Scobee Education Center, Challenger Scoee Grn
Learning Center to open Friday '

By Eileen Gonzales
Reporter

SAN ANTONIO - The new and improved Scobee Education Center at :
San Antonio College is set to open its doors this Friday. Scobee Education Center opens to crowds, memorials

::;:1:22:3&&3‘:;11 city leaders turn out to _‘/:
The $12 million project features a RELATED CONTENT

reyamped planetarium,a small Hore development somilig :
science museum and the newly to SAC

added Challenger Learning Center.

Scobee Planetarium
While a journey to the stars can be renovations begin
experienced in the Scobee
Planetarium or through a telescope on the stardeck, the Challenger
Learning Center takes things even further

ip ot

The s

"The kids walk through the door and it's a different type of experience,
said Robert Piercey, vice president of education for the Challenger
Center for Space Science

View
the slideshow

on the
multimedia page.

The center,geared towards middle school-aged students, will provide
field trips to remember. Students learn about the program with special
curricula at their schools.
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Scobee Education Center opens to crowds, memorials

ranger

THE RANGER ON N A 3, 201 PREMI

Scobee Education Center's mosaic windows combine art,
science

Oron designed and created by Bob Keliey In a mosaic window at the Scobee Education Center. Keliey
designed four mosaic windows each one showing the beauty of outer space. The final window will be
instafied Oct. 28. Keliey sad the windows were created for his iate wile. Photo by Neven Jones

Planetarium coordinator’s designs inspired by his

late wife.

By Landon Penn

sac-ranger@alamo.edu

In addition to the Challenger Center, planetarium and

observatory, Scobee Education Center features

several mosaic windows designed by planetarium

Cocrdinator Bob Kelley.

Bob Keliey points 1o a comet fiying through the

The windows range in size from a wall clock to disco sky today In a mosaic window he designed and

Officiais cut a ribbon at the grand opening of Scobee Education Center Friday. From left are U.S. Rep.
Lamar Smith; Dr. Robert Vela, president of this coliege, Dr. June Scobee Rodgers, Chalienger Center
founding chair; and Charies E. Cheever Jr., who with his son co-chalred the Challenger Learning Center
capial campagn. Photo by E. David Gue!

Local dignitaries and city leaders turn out to see

the new facility.

By Landon Penn

sac-ranger@alamo.edu

As this college's brass ensemble performed the

naticnal anthem Friday in the Scobee Education Fifth grader Sofia Lynton, 10, lluminates the
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b ] i P New Challenger Center at the Scobee Planetarium
! Opening Today
‘__0—! W Tweet I+ share [ Permalink

Posted Friday, October 315t 2014 @ 10am by Berit Mason

The newly renovated SAC Scobee Planetarium and
Challenger Learning Center are of a post modern design,
ultra sleek glass structures that boast among other
astronomy delights, a remodeled observatory with a $25,000
telescope.

“We completely remodeled the theater. We have a larger
projection dome, increased to 38 feet, we have a brand
new lighting system and 100 new reclining

seats," says the Scobee's Bob Kelley.

The public is invited to a weekend long, open house.

“We have free programs starting at 1pm on Friday,
> Listen Halloween and on Saturday we have free planetarium shows
1:29 and tours of the new Scobee Education Center," he says.

Visitors are welcomed to the planetarium that has 100 new
reclining seats and an increased projection dome
of 38 ft.

We're going into outer space for a moment. Well, it's really San Antonio College, butit
isn'ta bad deal — far from it. Two years ago, renovation began on the 50-year-old Scobee
Planetarium, named for Dick Scobee, who died in the 1986 Challenger Disaster. In these
two years, the simple domed planetarium has become a 22,600 square foot center for
mock space exploration and stargazing.

Saturday night there will be a star party on
the lawn with free views through telescopes.

‘What you're hearing is the beginning of that expedition. Rick Varner is the Director of
the Center. “The Scobee Education Center is wrapped around the foundation that was
the Scobee Planetarium, and now we'll have exhibits from Southwest Research Institute,
we'll have the whole Challenger Learning Center experience, " said Varner.

Inside the Challenger Learning Center, which used to be housed at Brooks City Base,
students, ideally Grades 5-9, will go on simulated missions to the 1SS to conduct their
own experiments. Robert Piercey is vice president of education for all 40 Challenger
Centers in the country. “So kids are now going up to the international space station and
they have to build a satellite to re-launch it,” Piercey explained. “So kids are getting
hands-on oppaortunities to work with space age materials.”
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Posted by Melis

Dont forget the Scobee Education Center's #OpenHouse is all day today.
Come on over! For a full list of today's events click here:
http://www.alamo.edu/sac/ScobeeOpenHouse/

Today's Grand Opening Schedule - Saturday, Nov. 1st

9:00am to 5:00pm -The Scobee Education Center will be open free of
charge for tours of this wonderful new building.
Planetarium Programs: 100 seats per program.

SCOBEE . ; First Come, First Served... See More
EDUCATION '

I. Scobee Education Center
R November

Scobee Education Center Grand Opening (4

Here's a selection of images from the Grand Opening Smurday at the Scobee Eq
Center. Photes by Bob Kelley

CENTER

1,218 people reached

Like - Comment - Share 2~

Pholomapby bnr
Fol K,

Like - Comment - Share 2> 28 Shares

A

" 40 people like this.

Like - Comment - Share & 2 Shares

) 64 people like this,
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i1 g8 Lamar Smith GLamarSmithTX21 - Nov 3 4 Challenger Center ©ChallengerCtr - Oct 31
;—' 4 Rep. Smith attended the Grand opening of the Scobee Education Center in .@JScobeeRodgers and her children hanging out in the new Space Station at
7 b San Antonio. ™ the @SAC_Scobee #scobeecenter #challenger

Northside ISD ©NISD - Oct 31
Scobee ES students are participating in today's opening ceremony of the
Scobee Education Center w/June Scobee Rodgers SA Business Journal ©@SABizJoumnal - Oct 29

i . @SAC_PR Scobee Education Center hosting open house. Stop by to see
remodeled planetarium bizj.us/15p5Scx @SABizJournal

1 1

KSAT 12 @ksatnews - Oct 29

ksat.tv/13fE7Tm #KSATnews

Pete Gallego ¥ -2 Follow
B 5 3 RepPeteGallego

The @SAC_ PR planetarium, Scobee
Education Center, reopens this weekend
after a two-year makeover. More:
goo.gl/dXLJbH
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m alamocitymoms

21 likes
alamocolleges The grand opening of the
#ScobeeCenter! Come visit and check out all the|
great things the Scobee Education Center has to
offer!

17 likes ©1v
cwswann Our lil #AstroTot. #ScobeeCenter #NASA
#ChallengerCenter #space

13 likes
alamocitymoms @sachartermoms is hitting up
Challenger Center at #scobeecenter @sac_scobee.
Free tours are available all day!

42 likes

sanantoniocollege Mark your calendars for the
#grandopening of the Scobee Education Center on
October 31st!
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Revamped Planetarium to Reopen Frrday at SAC San Antonio Express-News

Dlgltal Dish - San Antomo Express News
1 lifestyl icle / Digital-Dish-5845873.p1
Scobee Education Center Opens (Slideshow) MySA com

Trammg forSpace Tavel via Office Keyboards - The RwardReport
http://www.therivardreport.com/scobee-learning-center/
Scobee Education Center, Challenger Learmng Center to Open Fr1day KSAT

Good Morning San Antomo Weekend - KSAT
Clip

Happening Today - WOAI

Clip

Scobee Educatlon Center Reopens — Time Warner Cable News

Live Broadcast From Scobee Education Center - Telemundo

Clip

David Mrizek and the Scobee Education Center — InTV

Part One - http://vimeo.com /109487167 ... Part Two - http://vimeo.com /110251773
Space, That Final Frontier, Has Set Down in San Antonio - Texas Public Radio

http://tpr.org/post/space-final-frontier-has-set-down-san-antonio
New Challenger Center at the Scobee Planetarium Opening Today 1200 News Radio WOAI




